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Y LIBERTTI underſtand. « is: 


dom of Spirit to act and ſpeak ac- 
and Conviction re- 


ceived, whether agreeably to the Cuſtom 
of the Land wherein we live or not. By 


Liberty, or a ſervile ſubjeCtion-to the pre- 
vailing Faſhions of the 1 3 as ſuch, 
even when either we believe them to be re. 
pugnant to Juſtice and Trath, or neglect 
whether they be ſo or not, altho' 
ſtrongly called on ſo to do by the exam- 
ples and of our Forefathers, and 
the ſingular Education they have given us; 


and according to this account, I apprehend , _ . | 1 


that thoſe whom we commonly call Liber- 
tines in our Society, ought to be ranked 
among the Captives. 

In theſe lands indeed, we are favoured 
far beyond many of our Neighbours, with 
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Rights and Liberties are in a great Mea- 
fure ſecured to us, and many among us 
profeſs great zeal to maintain and preſerve 

theſe inviolable, who yet, in reality, if they 


examine themſelves impartially, will be 


found not a whit better than S/aves to 
a certain moſt 
is more deſpotic and more univerſal than 
that of any Monarch upon earth, that is 
to ſay, the God or Spirit of this World. 
-- This Addreſs comes from one who 
has long 
this Spirit, and who conſequently is not 
void of a ſympathy with ſuch as may be 
under the like circumſtances, and wiſhes 
for them the like Redemption and Partici- 
pation of the glorious Liberty of the Sons 
of God, after which he himfelf aſpires, 
Now, in the Language of Scripture, the 
Spirit of this World is placed in oppoſition 
to the Spirit of Goo, as in theſe Expreſ- 
ſions of the Apoſtle Paul: (a) Now we 


bade received not the Spirit of this world, 
but the Spirit which is of Gov, that we 


might know the Things that are freely 


given us of Gop : And Vn, 00 The 
God 


(91 Cor, ii. 12, (b) a Cor. i 1. 4 
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to our reſpective Perſuaſions, and our civil 


potent Idol, whoſe Sway 


under the bondage . B 
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doubted that but few who bear his name 
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INTRODUCTION: . 
God of this World blinded the Eyes of 
thoſe from whom the * of the glorious 
Goſpel was bid : and the Chit 
dren of this World are diſtinguiſhed from 
the Children of Light by the Lip of 
Truth (c). 

The View given in this little Tract of 
the prevailing Faſhions of the Lands we 
live in, affords to me a ſtrong Evidence of 


the Corruption of the Heart of Man, and 


that, amidſt all our boaſts of Liberty and 
Reformation, the World (bill lies in wicked- 
neſs, that many ſtill continue to walk in 
the broad way, and that but- a few have 
learned to walk in that trait path which 
leads to life; and fo the Advice of the 
Apoſtle, (d) Be not conformed to this World, 
but be ye transformed'by the renewing of 


your mind, remains to be very — 


and applicable to us at this day. 

The Fezvs of old boaſted of W 
Abraham's Children, and in bondage to 
no man, but the Lip of Truth pronounced 


them Slaves to Sin; and indeed; altho” 


Chriſt our Lord was anointed to preach 
Deliverance to the Captives, (e) it is to be 


have 


(e) Lute xvi. 8. (d) Rem. xii; a. (e) Lale iv. 
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| haveobtainedthe happy experience of being 


entirely. ſet at. liberty 


from a vaſlalage to 


| the Spirit of this World ; on the contrary, 


that this Spirit hath captivated and blinded 
multitudes of thoſe called Chriſtians is too 
evident in our daily converſation; from the 
or deluſive power of the pre- 
 vailing Faſhion of the times, whereby it 
gives a falſe Luſtre to many abſurd, hurt- 
ful and wicked Practices, and (even as 


put darkneſs for "light, and light for 
darkneſs, ſo this) frequently repreſents 
wrong for right and right for wrong, and 


| blinds men both as to their temporal and 
ſpiritual Intereſt ; and he that dares to be 


truly Wiſe and Virtuous in oppoſition. to 
the 
Object of Scorn; in order to avoid which 
the many run down with the ſtream. | 

To ſhew that this is the caſe in divers 


inſtances peculiarly affecting our religious 


Society is the deſign of this Addreſs, and 
to repreſent to thoſe who are proper objects 
of this Admonition, the miſery and folly 
of their pre ent ſtate and conduct, as be- 


ing inconſiſtent not only with the N | 
| 0 


( ſciab v. 26. 


fome called evil good, ( ) and good evil, and 


clenſion 
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of Holy Senpture, but the maxims' of q 


ſound Reaſon, and ſuch as clath even 
with their temporal Intereſt, and to con 
vince them that they are not only Slaves, 
but Fools alfo, Ae —bggh long as they hug 
their Chains, and do not and 
for Deliverance. | 5 Faw: 
That there is a groſs and palpable De- 
among the preſent Generation of 
the People called Qualers, from the Spiri 
and Practices of their Predeceſſors, is a- 
bundantly manifeſt in the ſeveral Inſtances 
to be hereafter minutely ſpecified: Nor in- 
deed to thoſe who know how to trace ef 
fects from their cauſes, is this at all to be 
wondered at, theſe II 8 
no other than the genuine productions of 
the native Soil, the — Man, that 
hath not been ſubjected to the Diſcipline 
of the Holy Croſs.” 
Jo dare to oppoſe the modiſh Inunda- 
tion of the Follies and Extravagancies of 
the times, requires a Fortitude not born 
with us, but ſuch as muſt be acquired by  - 
no ſmall ſhare of ſpiritual induſtry, and 
indeed a power more than human. 
- Wherefore I bow the knee to the God 
and Father of Spirits, that he who is Om- - 
._-  Iypotent, 
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g with meer Canal Men, who are no otherwiſe 
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may A ſo far to co-operate with 
theſe my feeble Endeavours asto 

the underſtandings and bend the wills of 
thoſe poor Captives to the World's Spirit 
and ways, who dare not do otherwiſe than 
run with the multitude, and that he may 
influence them to a way of thinking and 
| e to the Examples. and 
Precepts of their Fathers, even by the 
of the ſame Power. and Spirit 


operation 
which animated them in their chriſtian 


conflict, being well aware, that nothing 


ſhort of the ſame Power which raiſed up, 


can preſerve us a Society to the glory of 
Gop, who hath called us, as he did the 


primitive Chriſtians formerly, unto 0 


Liberty. _ 
In the mean time, ent 


Duakers than by meer accident, and ra- 


 therindeed by reluctance than choice, who 


Have little or no reliſh for the ſublimeTruths 
of the Goſpel, who vainly flatter them- 
ſelves, with the conceit of Liberty, good 


ſenſe, the free exerciſe of their rational 
faculties, and juſt apprehenſions of their 


5 @ Gol. v. 13: 


nipotent, Omnipreſent and infinitely good, 


P — 
1 
* — SY 
& . A, 1 
mo 


1 
| 
| | 


The INTRODUCTION. 9 
own temporal Intereſt and Honour, I ſhall 
endeavour to reaſon with them upon their 
own Principles, even as Babes are to be 
fed with Milk, being unable to bear 

r Meat: for indeed, if one were to 
ſpeak to ſuch meerly of Self-demal and 
Mortification, or of the glorious Privi- 
leges of the free Citizens of the New 
Feruſalem, or of the vanity of all worldly 
enjoyments, or of the Joys of Heaven re- 
ſerved for thoſe who bear the Croſs here, 
or were one to affirm with great truth, that 
this People with 'whom they profeſs Fel- 
lowſhip, are fignalized by two ſpecial 
marks of the favour of Divine Provi- 
dence, viz. in the raiſing up a Miniſtry 
agreeable to Chriſt's own appointment, 
and in eſtabliſhing Chriſtian Diſcipline 
among us, it is very probable he might 
meet with no better treatment than that 
which Felix the Governor gave Paul the 
Apoſtle, in theſe words: Go thy way, “ 
and when ] have a convenient ſeaſon, I 
will call for thee. | 

But if one ſpeak to them of Liberty, 

and of temporal Honour and Intereſt, and 
of the conſiſtency of their conduct with 


Alls xxiv. 25. 


B | foand 
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neration * according 
trine, and hefides a Non- conformity to 


ſound Reaſon and good Senſe, they may 
perhaps vouchſafe to lend an ear; for 
which reaſon the chief tendency of this 
Work is to ſhew them that their conduct 
is neither conſiſtent with Liberty, ſound 
Policy and good Senſe, nor with their own 
temporal Honour and Intereſt: and if 
once the ſandy foundation upon which they 
have been building comes to be ſhaken, 
they may poſſibly think of digging deeper 
for a better, which is what hath been very 
frequently, earneſtly and juſtly recom- 
mended to them by our Brethren of the 


And indeed it muſt be owned that a 


meer Conformity to the Traditions of the 


Elders in exterior matters, is far from en- 


titling any man to the kingdom of Hea- 
ven, and ſo is every thing ſhort of Rege- 
to our Lord's Doc- 


this world, F we muſt be transformed by 


the Renewing of our mind, agreeably to tie 


precept of the Apoſtle. 
In the mean time, it will abundantly 


appear in the ſequel, that our Anceſtors 
have pointed out to us the plain high road 
Fobn iii. 1 Ken. xii. 2. 


to Health, Tranquility of mind, and the 


preſervation, if not increaſe of our out» 


ward Ettates. SSR 
It was not however the Policy of this 


World, or a meer principle of Parſimony 
that led them into theſe things, but a clear 
Illumination of mind by which they ſaw 
the vanity, folly and wickedneſs of the 
World in many of their Practices, and 
therefore conſcientiouſly declined them: 
and as now at length thro” the perſevering 


Conſtancy of the Faithful, thro' a con- 


ſiderable Series of time, the prejudices of 
the people are ina great meaſure overcome, 
and many ſober perſons of other Societies 
begin to be convinced of the reaſonable- 
neſs of many of our Practices, and even 
to recommend them as moſt conſiſtent 
with the ſtricteſt juſtice and prudence, the 
preſent reigning Degeneracy of thoſe who 
are yet called by our name, becomes very 
unſeaſonable, and like the conduct of the. 
Spies of old, who brought up an evil 
Report of the land of Canaan, tends to 
diſcourage the progreſs of the Refomma- 
tion, or the ſpreading of that Light and 
Truth which thro? the favour of Providence 
hath dawned among us. | 
* Numbers xiii. 
LA B 2: That 
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That Purity and Simplicity of Manners 
conſiſting in the renunciation of the Su- 
perfluities and Vanities of the World by 

which our Elders were, and the Faithful 
ſtill are, diſtinguiſhed, was no affect- — 
ed Singularity, nor was it any other 
than the reſult of a Conformity to the 
doctrine and precepts of Chriſt and his 

Apoſtles, and perfectly agreeable to the 

idea given us in the New Teſtament, of 

the eſtimate proper to be made of the ſtate 

of man in this world as a tranſient Habita- 

tion, a Stage of Probation and Preparation 

for a better and happier ſtate, as appears 

from the following Texts: Lay not up for 

yourſelves Treaſures upon Earth, Gc, 

Take * no thought what ye ſball eat, 
what ye ſhall drink, or wherewithal ye 

ſhall be cloathed, (for after all theſe things 

do the Gentiles ſeek) but ſeek ye firſt the 
kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs and | 
all theſe things ſhall be added unto you, | 

We have no continuing City here, but ſeek , | 
one to come f. And, ta me, ſays the 
Apoſtle Paul, to live | is Chriſt, and to 

die is gain, and I am in a ftraight betwixt 

tuo, having a deſire to depart and be with 

Chrift, which is far better, nevertheleſs to | 

| ie 
- * Mat.vi + Heb, xili. 144. J Philip. i. | 
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Me INTRODUCTION. 1g 
abide in the fleſh is more needful for you. 
And Chriſtians are repreſented as Pilgrims 
Strangers and Sojourners here *. And 
Chriſt ſays, + How can ye believe who re- 
ceive Honour from one another, and ſeek 


not the Honour that cometh from God 


only ? and the Apoſtle Fames, that the 
Friendſbip of the World is Enmity with 
God 6, and whoſoever will be a Friend 


f the World is the Enemy of Gov. 


Hence it is evident that all fuch who 
would in earneſt copy after the primi- 
tive Pattern, ought to renounce the ſur- 

Cares, ſuperfluous Profits, vain 
Pleaſures and Honours of this World. 
It muſt be owned that the courſe of 
this World is not ſteered according to ſuch 
Maxims, 'and that among the Profeſſors of 


Chrittianity there are but few who are found 


in the exerciſe of a Self · denial perfectly 
conſiſtent herewith: and the diſtinction 
which our Lord himſelf made between the 
Children || of this World and the Children 
of Light holds good to this day. 

We are indeed told by a celebrated and 
ingenious Writer of the laſt age, of a cer- 
tain obſcure Set of Men called Pieliſts, 


whoſe 


. un + Fobn v. 44 5 Jane iv. 4. 
| Lake xvi. 8. 7 i 7 a 4h 
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whoſe Character and Conduct appears to 


above Precepts and Maxims of the New 


Teſtament, according to the following 


deſcription he has given of them, viz, 
They “ pretend to great Refinements 


as to what regards hy practice of Chri- 


: they retire much from the 


ſtianity: 
converſation of the World: they ſink 
themſelves into an entire Repoſe and 


Tranquillity of mind, and in a ſtate of 
Silence attend the ſecret illapſe and flow. 
ings in of the Holy Spirit; they retrench 


themſelves within the Conveniencies and 


Neceſſities of Life, and avoid as much as 
poſſible what the World calls innocent 
Pleaſures, leſt they ſhould have their af- 
fections tainted with any Senſuality, and 
diverted from the love of Him who is to 


be the only comfort, repoſe and delight of 


their whole being.“ 
Such a Deſcription quadrates well with 


the account given us of the conduct and 


diſpoſition of our faithful Elders in the 
beginning, viz. ©* That they + recom- 
mended Silence by their Example, having 
very few Words upon all occaſions. 'They 

ſought 


* Addiſon's Travels to Italy. I Penn's Rile 


* Progreſs of the People called bs. 
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be in a good meaſure conformable to the 


*. L 
- + 
oo. 

L 


, b 
* as 
1 
0 
* 


De INTRODUCTION. 18. 
ſought Solitude, but when in company 
they would neither uſe nor hear unneceſſary 
or unlawful Diſcourſes ; ' whereby they 
preſerved their minds pure and undiſturbed 
from unprofitable thoughts and diverſions.” 
And agreeable to this Obſervation are thoſe 
prudential and ſalutary Cautions giyen 
forth from ſome of our National Meetings 
againſt needleſs Viſits, Familiarity and 
Friendſhip with perſons of other profeſſions, 
as frequently proving a Snare to weak 
minds and tending to draw them into aCon- 
formity to the World in its corruptions *. 
And it is well known that this People 
did ever from the beginning conſcientiouſly 
decline the uſe of the cuſtomary Recre- 
ations and Paſtimes of the Age, and con- 
demn the vain Pomps and Superfluities of 
the World in eating, drinking, apparel, 
furniture, and even in 'Trading, (w) as 
unbecoming the character of a People 
called of Go p out of the corruptions of 

the 

* 7ſ7ael, by divine Dire&ion, (Numbers xiii. g.) 
was to dwell alone, and not to be reckoned among the 
nations: but when they deviated from this counſel 
and dwelt among the Canaganites, Hittites, &c. and 
took their daughters to be their wives, and. gave their 
daughters to their ſons, they ſerved other G ods, forget 
the Lord their God, and ſerved Baalim and the Groves. 
Jadges iii. 5, 6. 7. vi. 1, Cc. + Treatiſe of 
Chriſtian Diſcipline publiſhed in Dublin 1753. 
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16 The INTRODUCTION. 
the World, and to thine as Lights to the 
conviction of a degenerate Age of pro- 
felled Chriſtians: and what does all this 
amount to either in this or the before- 
mentioned People, or any other? Truly, 
not to a whit more than a faithful ad- 
herence to the above mentioned precepts, 
ſentiments and conduct of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, whoſe followers we all profeſs 
to be. 

But to return to the conſideration of 
ſound Policy and good Senſe, temporal 
Advantage, Liberty and Honour; the 
Saying of the Apoitle, that Godlineſs is 
profitable ta all things, * having the pro- 
miſe of this Life and of that which is to þ 
come, and of the wiſe man, + that Vi- 
dom carrieth in her right hand Length of 
days, and in her left Riches and Honour, 
are perhaps in no caſe more applicable 
than to the conſequences of a faithful ad- 

3! herence to the wholeſome Traditions of 

| oi our Forefathers: for Health of body, 

3! Tranquillity of mind, and an improve- 
ment of eſtate are the genuine effects of 

| Temperance and Frugality ; as on the 

| contrary, Diſeaſes both of body and mind, 

and outward Poverty, by the juſtice and 

| 5 

i Tun. iv. 8. + Prov, iii. 16. 
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wiſdom of that ſupreme Providence which 
preſides over all events in both the moral 
and natural world, are entailed upon the 
vain Affectation of the modiſh Exceſſes 
and Superfluitics of the times; and if we 
as a people had adhered more ſtrictly to 
the primitive Example and Precept in 
reſpect of thoſe things, whilſt at the ſame 
time, according to the inviolable dictates 
of ſound Morality we had exerciſed a 
proper Induſtry in our outward Concerns, 
we had been, in a more general manner 
than we now are, in that which in Scrip- 
ture is pronounced to be the more bleſſed 
ſtate, oi. of being able rather to ol 
. than receive *, 
1 Next} as 16 dn wind a fhmanmnd 
Liberty, upon which ſome of theſe men 
ſeem to value themſelves ; for my part I 
know of no greater Honour to a man than 
to maintain an uniform, conſiſtent Cha- 
rater in a conduct agreeable to his Pro- 
feſſion, but on the other hang, to profeſs 
and behave as a chriſtian Freeman in ſome 
reſpects, and put on the evident badges of 
Slavery in others, is a Hotch- potch Cha- 
racter ridiculous in itſelf, to which _ 


* As. xx. 35; 
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not unfitly be applied the Compariſon 


whereby the Propher repreſented the ſtate 
of Ephraim, wiz. * Ephraim hath mixed 


- himſelf among the people: he is a Cake not 


turned, viz. partly raw and partly baked. 

Our faithful Elders bravely aſſerted and 
ſteadily maintained their chriſtian Right 
and Liberty of declining many of thoſe 
Cuſtoms of the World which were and are 
deſtructive both of Health and Wealth, 
and moreover by their Perſeverance 
have rendered the Path fo eaſy to us their 


Succeſſors, that very little hardſhip now 


attends a ſtrict and faithful adherence to 


their wholeſome Traditions, fo that if any 


of us be now deprived of our Rights and 
Liberries in theſe reſpects, it muſt betray 


an extraordinary degree of Cowardice - 


| . with great Folly, even that 


whilſt Liberty is offered, we ſhould prefer 
Slavery; and the mark of Infamy which 
under the Law was ſet upon ſuch as choſe 


a ſtate of outward Slavery when Liberty 


was offered them, viz. F.that their Maſters 
ſhould bore their ears through with an 
awl, and they ſhould ſerve them for ever, 
is a fit rep ion. not only of the 
Reproach due to) but of the dreadful 

entailment 
» Hoſeavii, 8, + Exodus xxi. 6, 
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entailment of perpetual fpiritual Slavery 
on) thoſe who perſiſt in refuſing chriſtian 
Liberty when offered to them, 


Upon the whole, as an uniform, con- 


ſiſtent, faithful Conduct agreeable to our 
peculiar Profeſſion, tends to preſerve us 
out of the Corruptions of the World, and 
to diſtinguiſh us 4 City ſet on a Hill that 
could not be hid *; on the contrary, the 
tendency of the conduct of the modern 
Libertines fo called is, to diſſolve and de- 
ſtroy all Diſtinctions peculiar to this So- 
ciety, to pull down the Hedge and deſtroy 
the Fence of chriſtian Diſcipline, by which 


we ſhould be preſerved, as a Garden en. 
cloſed, from many noxious things to which 


others are expoſed, to blend and confound 
our Language and Manners + with thoſe 
of the World, and why? The moving 


cauſe isclear, viz. to ingratiate themſelves 


with and render themſelves acceptable to. 


the World (and indeed ſuch are as much 
Children of this World as others) accord 


* Matth. v. 14. | 

+ This is notoriouſly the caſe at preſent with not 
a few who are called by our name, who reſemble the 
children of thoſe Jews that had — Wives of 
Aſhded, &c. comtrary to God's Command, that they 
ſpoke half the language of the Jews and balf that of 
Aſbilad. Nehem. xiii. 
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2 The INTRODUCTTON. 
ing to the ſaying of our Lord to his Dif. 
ciples: * If, ye were of the World, the 
World would love its own, but becauſe ye 
are not bf the Wirld, but I have choſen 
you out of the World, therefore the Wo, ud | 
hateth you. 

Now therefore, O ye degenerate Chil: 
dren, and deſpiſers of your own Mercies, 
ponder the path of your feet, even your 
Backſlidings from the footſteps of your 
Forefathers, and turn about in due time, 

and conſider what befel a people formerly, 
who, when they Ener f Go p, glorified him 
not as Go p, neither were thankful, but 
became vain in their imaginations, and their 
fooliſh heart was darkened, profeſſing them- 
ſelves to be wiſe, they became fools, &c. 
whom God gave up to uncleanneſs thro? 
the luſts of their own hearts; I ſay turn 
about now in due time, leſt a like dread- 
ful Deſertion ſhould alſo attend you, and 

a Fate analagous to that of thoſe who 
were called the Children g of the Kingdom 
formerly, viz. that they ſhould be caſt our 
Whilſt others ſhould- come from the Eaft 

and from the Weſt, and fit down with 

| Abraham and Iſaac and Facob in the 

kingdom of Gov. | 


1 car- * 
Jebuxr. f Non. i. 21, 22, 23,24 $ Mal. vii. 
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I earneſtly with that ſuch of the Rich 
and Great, into whoſe hands this Addreſs 
may come, may in an eſpecial manner be 
favoured with a feeling ſenſe of the juſt- 
neſs of the Admonitions herein contained, 
bccauſe as to the Splendor and Gaiety of 
living, and indeed in moſt caſes, theſe are 
the Faſhion-makers, whom the mezaner 
people blindly - follow, and therefore are 
doubly guilty, as being not only Captives 
themſelyes, but leading others into the 
ſame ſtate : | 

But before I proceed to che Work it- | 
ſelf, it ſeems neceſſary to obviate one Obs 
jection that I am well aware will be 
made againſt the whole 'Tenour of it, viz, 

04%. Here is a great Pother about Ex- 
terior matters, in all which it is very poſ- 
ſible for a man to be exact, even to 
tittle, and yet have no right to the king · 
dom of Heaven: and this is beginning at 
the wrong end, the Outſide inſtead of the 
Inſide: regulate this laſt, and a Regula- 
tion of the other will immediately follow. 
I anſwer firſt, that I freely grant that no- 
thing ſhort of Regeneration can give ad- 
-mittance into the kingdom of Goo; and 
that altho' I have ſaid many things to 


evince that the _ of the World is a 
| Spirit 
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Spirit of Error and Deluſion, yer I muſt 
own in the language of the beloved Dif 
ciple ®, that Whatſoever (and indeed 
but what) is born of God over- 
cometh the World, and that this is the 
Victory that overcometh the World, even 
dur Faith:“ which is the Gift of God . 
But in the mean time, I do not appre- 
hend that this diſcharges either Parents 
from a Vigilance over their Children, or 
Elders from an Overſight of the Flock in 
reſpect to theſe Exterior matters. 
As to the New Birth and the Gift of 
29's Faith, it is not in the power of the Parent 
Fi | to convey theſe to his Children, but yet 
23 this ſhould not hinder him from conveying 
to them what he can, 
Now here is, in the Suppoſition implied 
in the Objection, a Parent who hath lym« 
ſelf happily experienced the Advantages 
of a Life and Converſation conducted in 
the ways of Truth and Simplicity, Tem- 
perance, Sobriety and Frugality, and of 
an Education exempting him from many 
Snares and Temptations to Vice, to winch 
many others are expoſed : 
Shall a Parent thus ſituated anden his £ 
Offspring during a ſtare of Minority, Ig- 
| norance r 


vs Jobs v. +£Eph.ii. b. 
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norance and Weakneſs, to Nature, or to 
corrupt Company, and if viciouſty inclined, 
(as indeed the Seeds of Evil ſoon appear 
even in Children,) put no Yoke or lay no 
Reſtraint, and exerciſe no Diſcipline on 
him in his Youth? This would be a Ne- 
glect condemned by all wiſe Nations; and 
on the contrary, it's allowed to be the in- 
diſpenſible Duty of Parents to tram up 
their Children in the way wherein they 

ought hereafter to walk, to recommend to 
them the ſweetneſs of Virtue, and keep 
them out of the road to Vice as much as 
poſſible, by Inſtructions, by Example, by 
and Reſtraints properly 
exerciſed : by this means, in the more 
tractable diſpoſitions the practice of Vir- 
tue will become familiar, or at leaſt good 
Habits will be contracted, and our Youth 
will be kept out of the way of thoſe many 
Temptations which daily captivate the gid» 
dy multitude, and they will be more capable 
by an early indulgence of a Conformity 
to the modiſh Corruptions of a degenerate 
Age, evil Habits had been contracted very 
- difficulveo be afterwards overcome.” 
No if ſuch be the Duty of Parents 
| with regard to their Offspring, undoubtedly 

12 x Miniſters 
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Miniſters and Elders ought to countenance 
and co-operate with theſe Endeavours, 
thoſe eſpecially whom the Holy Ghoſt hath 
now, as formerly, made Overſeers, not 
neglecting to recommend higher and nobler 
principles of action than meet Education 

and Tradition : and when the Religion of 

our Education becomes the Religion of 

our Judgment and Choice; when we, and 
| thoſe of the ſucceeding Ages, become 
throughly convinced that a faithful ad- 
herence to the wholeſome Traditions of our 
Elders, animated by the Spirit that eſta- 
bliſhed them, is highly conducive to the 
good of both body and mind, and our 
ſolid comfort and happineſs both in this 
World and the next, there may be good 
grounds for hoping that a Succeſſion will 
be maintained, and preſerved in the ſame 
glorious Path, from one generation to 
another to the end of the World. Amen. 


Pi. S. Since the firſt rough draught of 
this Tract was finiſhed, ſome additional 
Hints on the Subject of Recreations and 
elſew here, were given me by a dear Bro- 
ther, James Gough, which I have accor- 
dingly adopted, and do hereby acknaw- ' 


ledge. 
n THe: 
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W | | 

N inordinate and-unlawful Purſuit 
A of either Pleaſure, Profit or Ho- 
nour, according to the various 
diſpoſitions and temptations attending 
ditterent men, ſeems to be the chief Ob- 
ſtacle in their way to ſolid Comfort and 
Happineſs in this world and that which 
is to come. * 
*. 1 Society 178 di ſtin- 
_guiſh to our rs cer- 
9 — ro ee ſeveral Purſuits, 
. do 
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to demonſtrate the Expediency whereof is 
the tendency 'of this Addreſs. 

1 ſhall begin with Pleaſure; and here, 
the preſent Conduct of ſome, who by 
their frequenting our Aſſemblies ſeem to 
be willing to be deemed in Communion 
with us, ſeems to render it neceſſary to 
repreſent unto'them the Self-denial of our 
Anceſtors with regard to the vain Paſtimes 
of the Age they lived in, together with 
the Advantages attending it, in order that 
ſuch who fall into a Conformity to the 
practices of the World in theſe reſpects, 
may conſider how far this is conſiſtent with 
Prudence and ſound Policy. 

Now it is certain that they ever did, 
and the faithful among them ſtill do, main- 
tain a perpetual Controverſy againſt theſe 
things, as deeming them inconſiſtent with 
the character of the chriſhan Sojourner, 
who, according to the Apoſtle Peter, * 
ought to paſs his time in this world, in 
fear, and not ſtudy Arts to paſs away 
that Time which flies away fo faſt of it 
elf, and is but a Span bearing no propor- 
tion to that everlaſting Duration, the hap- 
pineſs or miſery annexed to which d * 
on the uſe we make of it, even of the 
ſhort ſpace allotted us in this World. | 
Hence they renounced not only Prize- 
fighting, Bull-baiting, Cock-fighting, Ga- 

Fog R 4 - ming, 
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* 1 Pel.1,17. 
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ming *, and other ſuch like inſtances of 
ſquandering away our precious moments 
as are condemned by the more ſober and 
civilized of other Societies, but alſo di- 
vers other Recreations, ſo called, of a more 
refined kind, which by divers of thoſe 
who call themſelves polite and well-bred, 
according to the maxims of the Spirit of 
this World, are reckoned fine Qualifica- 
tions: thus they never deemed Dancing 
to be any part of chriſtian Education; on 
the contrary, that Snares and Dangers with 
regard to the ſpiritual Life lay hid under 
the ſpecious pretences of learming a grace- 
ful motion of the body; and, altho' it 
may be alledged in behalf of Hunting, 
that it is a natural and lawful exerciſe, yet 
I find es the Records of our Elders, 
that as they had a ſenſe of its tendency 
ſometimes to draw into Company that 
might be hurtful to our Youth, they have 
not been wanting to give cautions on this 
head: Nor moreover, were they burdened 
with the expence of teaching their Children 


to chant to the ſound of the Viol &, or of 


* To theſe might be added the frequenting of 
Horſe-races, a practice particularly cautioned againſt, 
even of late, as W with divers tempta- 
tions and ſnares from the unſuitable company, idle and 
vain diſcourſes, and ſometimes Gaming practiſed on 
this occaſion, utterly inconſiſtent with our peculiar 
Character and profeſſion. 
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furniſhing them with * inſtruments of Miſic, 
like thoſe of old, who were not grieved 
at the affiiftion of Joſeph, being led to a 
ſuperior Harmony, even that in Conduct 
and Actions; which is grateful in the 
ears of Gop and good men: and as to 
the modiſh, promiſcuous Aſſemblies of 
Men and Women at Balls and Conſorts of 
Muſic, wherein divers modern Chriſtians 
ſeem to have given full Licence to their 
Women to be Gadders abroad, they ever 
did, and ſtill do judge with the Apoſtle, 
+ that their Women ſhould be keepers at 
home, as moſt conſiſtent with the ſpiritual 
as well as temporal Intereſt 4 good 
Oeconomy of their Families. 
Nor again did it enter into their hearts 
to learn to Fence or Fight, their Warfare 
being ſpiritual, and their heavenly Cap- 
tain having taught them to forgive In- 
juries. 
Next, as to the Entertainments of the 
* Theatre or Stage-Plays, which at this 
time engroſs ſo great a ſhare of the pre- 
cious time of manv, to the ſcandal of the 


1 chriſtian profeſſion, and which have of late 
1 found —— into Countries, which 
formerly would have baniſhed their Actors 
with ſcorn as Vagabonds, (which they are 
deemed to be by Law, as I am informed) 


—_— 0 
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* Amos vi. 5, 6. + Titus ii. 5. 
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to theſe I ſay our Anceſtors were utter 
ſtrangers, ever declaring againſt them 
(and with great juſtice 1s the fame Admo- 
nition continued in the general Epiſtle of 
the Yearly Mecting of London 1748, 1749) 
as Nurſeries of Vice and Debauchery, in 
which light have alfo of late been 
conſid by divers of the more ſerious 
perſons of other Societies *. 
Now, what was the Advantage of all 
this Singularity and Self-denial? J anſwer, 
very great, on a temporal as well as ſpi- 
ritual account, as they not only by this 
means ſaved to themſelves a great deal of 
Time for Meditation and ſpiritual Exer- 
ciſes, and were exempted from the Snares 
and Temptations attending the ſeveral 
ractices abovementioned, but moreover 
Iſo ſaved a conſiderable ſhare of outward 
Treaſure, which is ſquandered away on 
theſe occaſions, that might be applied to 
much better purpoſes, and had more Time 
for a ſober, honourable and induſtrious 
application to their Secular concerns, 
which of conſequence was crowned with 
better ſucces, even in the acquiſition of 
the Riches of this world. an 
A 


* An eminent Author, not of our Communion, 
obſerves on this very occaſion, that Pleaſare is in 
ſome ſort more pernicious than direct Vice, becauſe 
Vice has naturally ſome Horror in it, but Pleaſure, 
under the colour of being harmleſs, ſtupiſies and 


beſots. 
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Shall now any of the Deſcendants of 
theſe men who are enjoying the fruits of 
their Induftry and Frugality, wax wanton, 
and, being intoxicated with the Spirit of 
this World, embrace thoſe things which 
their Forefathers with ſo much reaſon ab- 
horred ? Such ſhall reap the genuine 
fruits of their own doings : for beſides the 
loſs that both Body and Soul ſuſtam 
hereby, this ſhall alſo prove a Moth to 
their Eſtates, and outward Poverty mutt 
undoubtedly, by the juſt determination 
of Providence, prove „ e the Con- 
ſequence of the unbounded gratification 
of that Eye which is not ſatisfied with 
ſeeing, and of that Ear which ts not filled 
with bearing“. | 


Ster. II. 


Of Superfluities in Meats, Drinks, Apparel 

| and Furniture. | | 
| | . © 

"THE true, or juſt and lawful ends of 

Meat, Drink, Apparel and Furni- 

niture are to preſerve hte and health, to 

cover our nakedneſs and defend us from 


the injuries of the weather: And, thro' 


the Goodneſs of Providence ample means 

are furniſhed us, and for the molt part = . 
be procured ſufficient for anſwering on * 
ends; 


Fccleſ. i. b. 


* 


Of Superfluities in Meat, &c. zit 
ends; but if Men will not be content with 
the bountiful Proviſion of Go p in nature, 
nor know how to prize any thing but what 
comes from ur and coſts them dear; and if 
ſuch be the prevailing Taſte and Mode of a 
Country ſet up by the Rich and Great, 
thoſe of middle and inferior Stations, whoſe 
Wills have not been ſubdued by the Diſ- 
cipline of the holy Croſs, ſo far as to 
enable them to reject and deny, but who 
on the contrary are embracing that Maxim, 
that it were better to be out of the World 
than out of the Faſhion, will often find 
_ difficulties enough in procuring; to them- 
ſelves what they may vainly imagine to 
be the Convemiencies of Life, or in other 
2 to eat, drink and dreſs as others 


0: | 
And indeed, ſuch at this preſent time 
is notoriouſly the caſe of theſe. Countries, 
where even the lower Claſs of the people 
will not fit down to their breakfaſt without 
ſupplies from both the Indies, and where 
the Drink, deſigned by Nature chiefly as a 
Vehicle for our food, often coſts more than 
the Meat, and muſt in a great meaſure be 
imported from abroad, as alſo no ſmall 
_ of the Cloathing of the Body, and 

urniture of our houſes. n 
By this means a great Variety of imagi- 
nary Wants is created, and cares and toils 
in proportion are entailed on the middle and 
lower Claſſes of mankind, and — 
e 


Lo 
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the Properties of their Neighbours are in- 
vaded, in order to ſupply theſe imaginary 
Wants. by TIES 
2 amidſt mad by — 2 
of Luxury _ people, it ſeems to 
F 
who in carry 
about them the _ of a — 
being ſet at liberty from a Bondage to the 
Spirit of this World, how - far they have 
ſhone as Lights in a dark and corrupt Age, 
(even as a City ſet on à hill that * could not 
be bid) by an uniform conduct agreeable 
to ſuch a profeſſion : | 
And firſt, with reſpect to Superfluities in 
Eating and Drinking: Certain it is, that 
various and coſtly meats, drinks and ſauces 
are not only a breach of that Precept, Take 
+ 10 thought what ye ſhall eat, and what 
ye fball drink, but alſo as inconſiſtent 
- with our pcculiar profeſſion, as Lace and 
Embroidery in Apparel; and moreover, 
beſides the ſuperfluous Expences common to 
both, are peculiarly injurious to Health, 
even to that of both body and mind, as 
ing provocatives to Intemperance, and 
uctive of all the ill effects, both natural 
and moral, entailed upon ſuch Indulgences. 
And here it would ſeem utterly inex- 
cuſable to paſs by in ſilence a certain lately 


introduced now greatly prevailing - 
ene 


* Matth. v. 14. + Maith. w. 
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than in other ref; 
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Faſhion, viz. that of drinking Spjritwous 
Liquors, in of which whatever 


be alledged of their uſe ag a Medicine, it is 
moſt certain that the · ordinary uſe of 
challenges the firſt rank among Superfluities 
in drinking, tobe condemned, as being highly 
injurious to our Bodies, Souls and Eſtates; 
and were we as a 
of the true Spirit of chriſtian 
we ſhould be no leſs diſtinguiſned, by a 
culiar Self-denial and Abſtinence, in 78 
; and I obſerve with 
eaſure, among many ſalutary 1 * 
om time to time tranſmitted to us by that | 
honourable Aſſembly the Yearly Meeting of 
London, we have a particular Caution a | 
this growing and * Evil, in the 
Year 1754. 
It ap es from the 3 of our El- 


| ders that Fofing was not unfrequentl - 


tiſed by them, as were oc and 
voluntarily led „ * the heavenly ; 
Wiſdom ;. a practio alſo thay in PP 
7 00 Church, and on N 
hly conducive ta the health 
mind, tho it ſeems, of late years to Ka 


much out of uſe; nor indeed hath the Tem- 


perance and Moderation ſuitable to our pro- 
manifeſted itſelf in the ſpread- 
and Oftenta- 


ing of our Tables, but Pomp 


don too f been conſulted on this 


occaſſon: which it ous not unneceſſary 
to 


* 
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to ſpecify one ſignal Inſtance, becauſe many 
are ſufferers by it, vx, that althoꝰ by virtue 
of our Education we enjoy an exemption 
1 from the vain and ſuperfluous Expences at- 
| 


tending Births and Burials, yet at Marriages 
many of us, notwithſtanding the reiterated 
Precepts given forth to the contrary, are re- 
markably more profuſe than our neighbours, 
and many of the poorer ſort are led on blindly, 
in this as in other caſes, by the example of 
the Rich and Great, to ſuch Exceſſes as are 
not only inconſiſtent with our chriſtian Teſti- 
mony, but very hurtful to their temporal 
. 2 
- Beſide this, there is & certain pre | 
inſtance, both of Superfluity and Unſeaſon- 
ableneſs, with regard to Eating and Drink- 
ing, which ſeems not unworthy . of fome 
animadverſion in this place. 3 
It was a Statute enjoined by Gop himſelf © 
to Aaron and his Sens, and to remain in 
force for ever throughout their Generations, 
res ſtall not drink Wine nor ſtrong Drink 
duben ye go into the Tabernacle of the Con- 
gregation, leſt ye die: and the reaſon ſub- 
joined in the following verſes, viz. that 
they might put difference between holy and 
#nholy, between clean und unclean, and 
might teach the Children of Tfrael all the 
Statutes which the Lord had — 
5 of 


applicable alſo in 'chriſtian Congregati 


* Levit, x. 9. 
ER 


and to all Intemperance in Eating and Drink- 
ing on ſuch occaſions; nor is a calm Se- 
renity of mind undiſturbed by the Fumes of 
Indigeſtion and Exceſs les neceſſary to 
thoſe who are to. learn divine Traghs than 
to thoſe who are to teach them. 
Upon this principle, it was an ancient | 
cuſtom to eat and drink ſparingly before a 
Meeting for divine Worſhip, a Cuitom from 
which I obſerve with concern too man 2 
deviate to their own private hurt, as we 
that of their F — and larly * 
their Servants, who by. of the pro- 
viſion they mult make fot᷑ their maſters bel - 
lies, are obliged tb ſtay at home: and this 
Ltake to be one cauſe of the irreligion and 
diffoluteneſs of Servants, greatly complained 
of; and if. ſame. of the. Servants of our 
Community ſhould more peculiarly ſuffer on 
this account, it were not to be wondered at, 
becauſe theſe, (notwithſtanding divers whole 
ſome Advices to the contrary), are too much 
deprived of thoſe Opportunities for ſpiritual 
improvement, and it is to be doubted have 


bn rarely "7 other *, 
There 


=. NN . dees ak uſe of To 
bacco among Superflcitics, and indeed the ordinary uſe 
of it has no better authority for its ſupport than ſeveral 

other things here ſpoken of, viz. Faſbion : It is far more 
frequently injurious than conducive to Health, and the 
intemperate and unſeaſonable uſe of that as well as 


E 2. every 
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There is moreover one Practice extremel 
me” theſe Countries which has ſuch 
a xion with Superfluity in drinking, 
ag to be a great provocative to it, and from 
which che Privilege we enjoy of à happy 
Exemption, by virtue of our Education, is 
undoubtedly highly to be valued; that is to 
ſay, what is called Drinking of Healths, by 
As great a Soleciſm in Speech as it is an Ab- 
ſurdity in practice: and as it ſometimes 
happens that ſome weak Brethren are be- 
- d —— — in this re- 
11 ſpect; I ſhal ane irly conſider it. 
—_—  . = hk the time f the Reſtoration, Georgs 
11H Fox met with a good deal of Trouble für 
11 declining to drink, even the King's Health: ” 
IJ which being then commonly urged as a Te 
of Loyalty, he as wiſely as "and 
ſwered, that Men ought 10 Arink for their 
own Healths : but our men, of late, 
have made much farther Advances in this 
affair, by a contfivance of certain Words ex- 
reſſive of ſeveral of their Wiſhes, as of 
Proſpertty or Succeſs to this, chat and the 


every other Gift of Nature is to be condemned; and 
ſuch undoubtedly is the introduction of it in the uſe 
of ſnuff without nece ſſity into our Meetings for Wor. 

hip, as interrupting the awful Solemnity proper to 
that occaſion. | g * - IEP 
This indeed is one of thoſe things, which ſome men 
call Little, tut when it comes in competition with 
our duty to God and our Souls, it ceaſes to be ſach in 
the view of enlightened and enlivened minds. 
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other Perſon or Undertaking, to be pro- 
nounced over each Glaſs, 
times greatly multiplied, hereby they al- 
lure both themſelves and others to drinking 
to Exceſs, more effectually than the meer 
Liquor without this Enchantment Dr 
to it were able to do: If: 
Exceſs, a Vice which 
moted by theſe ſtudied Ard. being the 
reigning Sin of theſe Nations, which is 
ſpreading its doleful ravages over the 
Bodies and Eſtates of men of all ſtations : 
and hence ſometimes Quarrels enſue, beſides 
che abuſe of Gop's good gifts; and ſbme 
_ of | thoſe, who are herein concerned, ſome- 
Ames prove a kind of to Belial, 
en drinking what they call other men's 
Health and Proſperity, at the loſs and de- 
ſtruction of their own - © > 
No it is a peculiar happineſs to thoſe of 


our Profeſſion, that by an' eſtabliſhed Rule, 


this Practice is utterly declined among us. 
It is true, we are hereby rendred very unfit 


Aſſociates for theſe men, and in ſome: mea+ * 


ſure excluded from much of that Society 


which a corrupt Age calls 2 4 "4 


but this, in the view of wiſe men, 


from being 2 Loſs, that it is bo «+ 


conſiderable (Gain t them, with reſpect to 
er vation of the Health of body and 


0 


Treaſure, 


is theſe ſome- 


1 


ind, and the ſaving of Time and outward 
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+38 Of Superfluiy in Afpurel-. 
Treaſure, all which are ſhamefully, not to ſay 
wickedly, ſquandered away on this occaſion. 
A As to Superfluities in Apparel, the like 
Obſervations that have been made with re- 
Tpect to Eating and Drinking, may alſo juſtly 
be applied to an inordinate Curioſity with 
reſpect to what we ſhall put on, as being not 
only an expreſs breach of the above-men- 
tioned Precept of our Lord, Take no thought 
what ye 2 eat, what ye ſhall drink, or 
whorewithe! ye ſhall be bel, but in a 
people who have ſet out with a profeſſion of 
regarding only the juſt and lawful ends of 
Cloathing, — uſe and real Service, and 
not the Pomp and Oſtentation annexed here- 
unto, and of being at Liberty from a ſer - 
vile compliance with the ever - fleeting Fa- 
ſhions of the times; in ſuch a People,! 
ſay, an inordinate Curioſi ity in Apparel, and 
much more an awkward and affected Mi. 
mickry of the meer 1 evailing Faſhion, as 
ſuch, is not only a ridiculous Inconſiſtency, 
and an argument of a ſervile ſubjection to 
the Spirit of this World, but is alſo attended 
with no ſmall profuſion 'of Expence, beſides 
care and precede time, very capable of be- 
ing better applied, all which they are en- 
tituled to an Exemption from, both by the 
Precepts and * of their Prede- 
ceſſors. 
We are indeed ſtill diſtinguiſhed —— 4 


neighbours by a peculiar Simplicity in our 
Garb, 


won 


Garb, but notwithſtanding all the Precepts 


that have been given forth to the contrary, 
an Affectation of the Ways of the World 
frequently betrays urſelf among many of our 

rofeſſion: It is true, Gold and Silver Lace 
fi not as yet found admuttance, but the 


ſame thing cannot be affirmed of ſplendid 


Ribbons, and ſome other things -which of 
late frequently diſgrace our religious. Af. 
ſemblies, the introduction of which hows 
ever impartially examined will a 
proceed from the ſame Spirit and Origin as 
the other, being calculated neither to an- 
ſwer the lawful Deſign of Apparel, nor 
the awful Ends of religious Meetings, but 
- fait; Offenration, | 2 4 2 os pt 
| eee cena of Su · 

uity in Apparel, I ſhall conſider one 
— 2 inſtance thereof, viz. 
that diſtinction of Habit which is uſed 
ſome as a token of Mourning for the Dead, 
a Cuſtom of no more uſe to the dead, than 
thoſe Garlands with which ſome affect to 
adorn their Graves, and a ſuperfluous Ex- 
* and Burden on the living, even on 
uch who dare not do other wiſe than ſubmit 


to the Ordinances of that Idol, Faſhion, al - 


tho many of the thinking part of them 
would be very glad of ſuch a Privilege of 
an Exem 
Education enjoy: 


W herefore, 


to 


ption from it as we by virtue of our 


CINE OR 


EE 25 
| Wherefore, that any _— "Proc 
8 a 
See, practice, great 
md ans of a Seal; of the Vale 
; 4 Tha purchaſed for them by their 
. 
ſubjection to the Spirit of the World, the 
folly of which is peculiarly aggravated by 


its being voluntary and of their own 


2 22 into this mean Compliance, 
not it proceeds a greater 
degree of Affection they have for their de- 
ceaſed Relations, than theſe had for theirs 
whilſt they never wore. this Mark of So. 


row: and if it be ſuppoſedythat the De- 


ceaſed have made a happy Change, it is con- 
trary to the Advice of the Apoſtle, 10 
forry as thoſe who have 1 Hope s; but 
otherwiſe, — that the wear- 
ing of black Veſtures influence the 
righteous Judge of heaven and earth 10 re- 
verſe his decree: wherefore 
reſults in, and to he ho other than, 
an affected ormity to Faſbion as ſuch. 
It is moreover an at this 
juncture particularly eaſonable, even 
judicious of other Societies 
are „ aud ſome — 


groaning 
diculing the vain and fuperfiuous Pomg 


tending 5 and tends to 
1 1 T6 F 4 13. 


ſort, ſhould manifeſt a ſtrong Aﬀe 


* Tables, n nts, Portraitures 


means, might otherwiſe be made on the more 
thinking and impartial Obſervers, ſo that 
ſuch, who thus deviate from the Simplicity 
proper to their Profeſſion in this reſpect, 
may be deemed a kind of dark Lanthorns, 
tending to ſtop the Progreſs of the Light 
of Reformation : and this alſo in common, 
with many other inſtances of Di by 
from the primitive Example, tends to out- 
ward Poverty: and theſe conſequences are 
chargeable chiefly on the Rich and Great, 
us 9722 INEI _ 5 ranks 
are very prone blindly to follow, tho” in 
poſition to their own Intereſt. XK 
. 'Theſe Obſervations may alſo be applied 
to the Furniture of houſes, which according 
to the modiſh, luxurious taſte of the preſent. 
times, proves a heavy piece of Drudgery 
to ſome poor men, who dare not do other- 
wiſe than ſubmit their Necks to the Yoke of 
the aforeſaid Tyrant, Faſhion; but that 
ſuch, who in ſome inſtances profeſs them- 
ſelves to be called out of the corruptions of 
the World, and who, by virtue of their 
Education, are entituled to the Privilege of 
an exemption from a * this 
* 


ion of, 
and be voluntarily led into, ſome of the 


moſt pompous and expenſive parts of Fur. 
niture, ſuch as large Looking-glaſſes, cu. 


oF 


. 
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. deſtroy the good impreſſions | 


M -Of Superfluity in Trading. 
110 or other Repreſentations hung up, not for 
real ſervice but meer tion, is in my 
view a ſtrong evidence how far the God or 
Spirit of this World is able to blind men, both 
with regard toa juſt ſenſe of the true Honour 
due to an uniform, conſiſtent character and 
conduct, and of their own temporal Intereſt. 


—— ß —— „ 


68660 r. III. 
O Superfluity in Trading. 


T hath been inſinuated by ſome critical 
* obſervers, not much to the credit of our 
People, that altho? we are diſtinguiſhed from 
our neighbours, by retrenching ſome par- 
ticular Superfluities in Garb and Furniture, 
yet that in point of the purſuit of Riches 
we are not diſtinguiſhed by a correſpondent 
Moderation, but are as inordinate, and 
not a" whit leſs Covetous than others: 
and indeed, to vindicate all who conform to 
our Rules, in point of Garb and external 
appearance, from this Charge, were a taſk 
I would not undertake; and moreover, as 
Covetouſneſs 19 — 1 by the 
ſpecious cloa Induſtry and Frugality, 
if becomes leſs obvious to that clear — | 
and juſt Cenſure, to which other Vices are 


_— | 
- | Nevertheleſs, I am aſſured, from a dili- 
gent ſearch into the records of -the ſenſe 


and 


A 


7 
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| Of Superfluity in Trading.” 43 
and judgment of the Elders, particularly 
thoſe of this Nation, that they were ever 
ſteady, not only in the perſuaſion that Su- 
perfluity in Trading and Farming was e- 
qually dangerous and entangling, or rather 
more peculiarly ſo, to the chriſtian Soldier , 
than the Superfluities above-mentioned, but 
moreover, that in their Meetings of Con- 
ference, they did not neglect to enquire 
how far their Brethren did «maintain the 
chriſtian Teſtimony Gop had called them 
to bear, in this as well as in other reſpects,/ 
declaring that the i nordi nate purſuit of 


_ worldly Riches and Grandeur tended to 
_ darken the minds, and alienate the affec- 


tions of men from the ſpiritual Riches, and 
that the Cares and Incumbrances of this 
life choaked the good ſeed, and hindered it 
from bringing forth fruit, and admoniſhing 
ſuch as appeared to be overwhelmed there - 
_ and indeed with a great deal of rea- 
on: nn RE | 

For our peculiar Profeſſion entitles us to an 
exemption from thoſe occaſions of Expence 
above-mentioned, conſiſting in divers Su- 
perfluities in Mears, Drinks, Apparel, Fur - 
niture, and Recreations, which captivate 
others, from a blind devotion to that Idol, 
Faſhion, to whoſe Yoak they dare not but 
ſubmit their. necks; but, to a people thus: 
profeſſing and maintaining a conduct a- 
o: 0g grecable 


* 2 Tim, ii. 4. 


FX 


= *' 44 Of Superfly in Trading, "| 
it greeable to ſuch a Profeſſion, large Trades 
and Farms, and great multiplicity of Buſi - 
neſs, were quite unneceſſary, and indeed 
among ſuch a people, could naturally have 
no other effect than to accumulate Wealth, 
without having the common opportunities of 
ſpending it, and conſequently to lay a ſtrong 
temptation before an Offspring, who in a 
ſtate of nature are no better than the meer 
Sons of fallen Adam, to ſhake off their re- 
ligious Profeſſion, in order with the leſs 
reſtraint to gratify their carnal appetites, ac- 
cording to the vain Spirit and courſe of this 
World; and accordingly this has been the 
door at which great numbers, not to 4 bg 
greater part of the deſcendants of the Ri | 
and Great, have gone ® out: an Event of 
which the Elders had a very clear foreſight, 
and accordingly took care to forewarn us, by 
their timely and ſeaſonable admonitions, 
againſt the inordinate purſuit of the Riches 
and Grandeur of the World, as being the 
great and dangerous. Engine, contrived by 
the power of Darkneſs, for our deſtruction 
as a Chriſtian Society. - 

The truth of this Obſervation hath been 
amply ratified, by the experience of the ſuc- 
ceeding times, many not proof againſt the 
temptations annexed to the affluence of out- 
ward Riches, “ having openly gone out 

| From 

The divine Wiſdom clearly pointed out the like 

danger attending his choſen people 1ſrucl, — 
n 
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Of Superfluity in Trading. 45 
from us, not being of us, as the Apoſtle 
John expreſſes himſelf, whillt ſome others, 
who are only of this Profeſſion accidentally, 
and would in reality rather be of another, 
manifeſt an inconſiſtency in their conduct, 


W 


indulging themſelves in ſome favourite Ex- 


ceſſes, whilſt on tem conſiderations, 
they have a little retrenched themſelves in 
others, where the Croſs can be born with 
little trouble. 
Others indeed there are, who have not 
et on unto that univerſal and uniform 
— which they earneſtly de · 
— (among whom I may rank 
m fel), but but yet are honeſtly — ſome 
ſucceſsful advances towards the primitive 


pattern of true chriſtian Moderation, and 
ſome I hope there are, who have attained to 


it, that tread in the fi of their Fa- 
thers, and are cloathed with the ſame Spi- 
rit, and can ſay with Authority, as the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians did, So walk as ye have 
us for an * Example. 
Now for the encouragement of theſe two 
laſt, and for the conviction of the firſt, let 
ä it 


who when they ſhould be poſſeſſed of Vineyards and 

Olive-trees which they 8 not, and ſhould have 

eaten and be fill, tha (faith God by his 8 

Moſes) beware leſt thou f,rget the Lord, which brou 

oy foreh out of the land of Egypt, from the houſe 
ndage. 

nr. 
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it be obſerved, that the Saying of the A- 
poſtle, & that Godlineſs is profitable to all 
things, _—_ promiſe of the Life that 
now is, and of that which is to come, 
ſeems never to be more etfectually verified 
than by a ſtrict adherence to the genuine te- 
wy of this Profeſſion, conſidered in its 
* extent and dignity, viz. as being an 
ption not only from the ſuperfluous 
and expenſive Pleaſures, but alſo from the 
inordinate Cares and Anxieties of this Life, 
2 Situation highly to be prized, as affording 
opportunities for religious Retirement and 
Meditation, and freedom from many ſnares | 
and temptations, into which others precipi- 
tate themſelves, and attended with that 
Peace Tranquility and Conſolation of mind, 
which the Captives to the World's Spirit | 
and faſhions are ſtrangers unto ; according 
to the Saying of gur Lord to his Diſciples, 
+ My Peace I give un'o you, not as the 
World giveth, give I: And moreover, the 
e Induſtry, accompanied with that 
'rugality which is practiſed by all that hold 
this Profeſſion in ſincerity, is the ſhorteſt 
way of growing even temporally Rich, and 
whilſt a Little is enough to a good man thus 
circumſtanced, he hath often more to ſpare 
for the relief of the Diſtreſſed, than thoſe 
who graſp after, and ſometimes get an a- 
Kar ooh 2 are ſtrangers to the Science 


of 


1 Tin. iv. 8. + John xiv.” 
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Of Superfluity in Trading. 5 
of keeping it, but ſquander it away in a 
ſervile compliance w the modi Fitravi 
gancies of the Age. _ 
O happy People then, if wiſe enough to 
prize the Lot aſſigned you, and unto whom 
might juſtly be applied thoſe Epithers and 
Titles of Honour, incomparably more 
valuable than all the Pomp and Pageantry 
of this World, (provided you forfeited 
not the proper Conditions), with which 
the Apoſtle Peter dignified the primi- 
tive Believers ſcattered thro? divers parts 
of Aſia, viz. ® Ye are a choſen Genera- 
tion, a peculiar people; — ſhould ſhew 
forth the praiſes of him who hath called 
| you out of darkneſs into his marvellous 
light, which in time paſt were not a Peo- 
but are notu the People of GoD: and to 
whom the Bleſſing pronounced upon out- 
ward Iſrael formerly, ſeems alſo by no 
ſtrained 7, to be not leſs applicable, 
even as a people whom Go hath alſo 
brought forth out of ſpiritual Egypt, or 
the houſe of Bondage, viz. + How goodly 
are thy Tents, O Jacob, and thy Tabernacles, 
O Ia“. . ö 
I am, however, well aware of a ſtrong 
Objection, which will be advanced againſt all 
this earneſt recommendation of Frugality, 
to be practiſed upon a civil as well as religi- | 
_ ous Principle, viz. © We have, partly by 
a : e 


* 1 Pet, ii. g, 10. 1 Nunb. xxiv. 


48 Of Superſanty in Trading, | 
the induſtry of our Parents, and partly by 
our own, acquired a good deal of outward 
Treaſure, which that it ſhould circulate 
among the people, is neceſſary for the pub- 
lic good; but if we ſhould retrench our 
Expences in the manner here propoſed, how 
ſhall we ſpend our money? 

_ I anſwer, not in manifeſting an Affecta- 
tion of every Novelty in the ſplendour and 
gaiety of Apparel and Equipage, and ſo by 
your example leading the Poor into Captivity 
to their great Loſs or Ruin; nor in pamper- 
ing the fleſh in a variety of coſtly Meats 
and Drinks, to the prejudice of your 
healths; nor in a purſuit of ſuch Recreations, 
as tend to debauch both body and mind: 


le, * Be rich in good Works, and lay 
Id of the Leiſure your Circumſtances afford 
for Meditation and ſpiritual Improvements.; 
and at all opportunities let your I rcaſure be 
devoted to the good of the Community, both 
civil and religious, and to the promotion of 
an honeſt Induſtry, and the 1mprovement 
of uſeful Arts among the Poor, as well as 
ſuccouring them in their Diſtreſſes; in- 
numerable holy arts of doing which, a 
Heart poſſeſſed of chriſtian Charity, regu- 
lated by Prudence, will not fail abundantly 
to dictate unto you. 


* 5 88 
® 17im, vi. 18. a 


but according to the exhortation of the As - - 


80 Of the vain Honours of this World. 
And as in conſequence of our Profeſſion 
we are in a great meaſure excluded from re- 
ceiving the [Honours of this World, fo 
likewiſe are we by the ſame Profeſſion re- 
ſtrained from giving the ſame to others. 
Now the Objects of worldly Honour, — 
ſplendid — and Equipage, empty Ti 
tles and large Revenues, theſe being — 
things which, as William Pen & obſerves, 
the children of the World worſhip : : and in- 
deed ſo inordinate is the Veneration paid to 
men on account of theſe Qualifications, 
that many downright Lies are daily told, 
the Rules of Grammar and good ſenſe are 
violated, and thoſe marks of reſpect which 
are proper to Almighty -Gop are given to 
mortal men like ourſelves, practices which 
how much ſoever they may have received a 
Sanction from Cuſtom, are in our view by 
no means to be juſtthed, which never- 
theleſs, becauſe ſome of this Profeſſion have 
ſometimes been ſhamed into, I ſhall proceed 
minutely to conſider, in order to convict 
them, in this caſe alſo, of a ſervile obedience 
to the ſpirit and maxims of this World, in 
oppoſition to the examples and E 2s of 
holy men recorded in Scripture. | 
| e firſt inſtance of worldly Homne 1 
ſhall conſider, which we conſcientiouſly de- 
ny to give, is in the uſe af flanering 
211 | The 
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The above-mentioned Author reprehends 
the inodern Profeſſors: of Chriſtianity, as 
widely deviating from the Simplicity of the 
more early ages, both among Jews, Heas 
thens and Chriſtians, wha; were never wont 
to diſtinguiſh their Saints and Heroes by 
the title of Lord, as Lord Noah, Lord Da- 
niel, Lord Peter, Lord Paul, Lord Solon, 
Lord Cato, &c. whilſt, we are very laviſh 
in beſtowing not on but many other 
ſplendid Epithets, ſueh as 0 Excellency, 
your Grace, Honourable and right Honour- 
able, Vorſbipful, &c. reſpectively appro - 
priated to certain perſons among us by a 
peech, from no better 
Authority than that of the Cuſtom of the 
Country, without conſidering whether theſe 
Titles be juſtly given or no, or whether to 
perſons really poſſeſſed of the qualities a- 
ſcribed to them or not: and he that refuſeth 
to give theſe Titles is deemed ſqueamiſh or 
ſuperſtitious, notwithſtanding that the in- 
violable rules of ſound morality, as well as 
the precepts of Scripture , enjoin every 
man to put away: Lying, and ſpeak the truth 
to bis neigblar rt 
Next, as the Honour of the Hat and 
Knee, certain mean and pitiful Compliances 
that are beginning to creep in among us, 
not only the men with reſpect to the Hat, 


but even among ſome of the female Sex, 


E44. 1. 25, 
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$2 Of the vain Honours of this World. 
who, tho they have leſs temptation to ſuch 
deviation, have learned to bend the Knee; 
I fay, theſe mean and pitiful Compliances, 
_ altho' inconſiſtent and ſelf-contraditory in 
many of thoſe who fall into them, who 
ſometimes give, and ſometimes refuſe theſe 
marks of Reverence to mortal men, which 
by their Anceſtors were ever deemed proper 
to Almighty Gop only, ſeem to render it 
not unſeaſonable to enter into a ſomewhat 
minute conſideration hereof, 

In theſe countries indeed, Kings, and 
even Biſhops, muſt be approached on the 
Knee, which is no better than a confound- 
ing, or making no difference between, the 
outward marks of Reverence paid unto 
mortal man, and which were ever, both un- 
der the Old and New Teſtament, paid unto 
AlmightyGop,and who indeed hath expreſsly 
ated this outward mark of Adoration 
and Submiſſion, to himſelf, in the following 
texts: Unto me every Knee fhall bow v. 
As I live, faith the Lord, every Knee ſhalt 
bow to me. Chriſt Feſus, who being in the 
form of Go d, thought it not robbery io be 
equal with Go d, but being found in faſhion 
a à man, he humbled himfelf, and became 
obedient unto Death, even unto the Death of 
the Croſs ; wherefore Go p alſo hath exalted 
him, and given him a name which is above 

* Iſaiah xlv. 23. + Rom. xiv. 11, Philip. ii. 
$, 6, 8,10, 11. 


Of the vain Honours of this World. 53 


name, that at the name of Jelus every 
Tuc ſhould bow, of — and 
things in earth, and things under the earth, 
and that every tongue ſbamid confeſs, that 
Feſus Chrift is LorrLl. 
And we find that Peter the Apoſtle, re- 
fuſed to accept of this mark of Reſpe&t 
paid him by Cornelius, for * as Peter was 
coming in, when Cornelius met him, and 
fell down at his feet and worſhipped him, 
Peter took him up, ſaying, Stand up, Taiſo 
am a man. — 7 yn 
the Apoſtle John; for + John fell at 
the — the Angel to worſhip him, the 
Angel ſaid, See thou do it not: I am thy 
Felloww-ſervant, and of thy Brethren that 
have the Teſtimony of Jeſus : wor ſhip Go v. 
If any ſhould here alledge, We do not 
bend the Knee with an intent to worſhip 
men, Worſhip being proper to Almighty - 
God only; then let them reject the Word 
Worſbipful from among the Titles they give 
to mortal men, and when they have done 
that, let them conſider - how far it is fit to 
give to mortal man that which both by the 
writings of the Old and New Teſtament, 
and the practice of all ages is allowed to 
be a proper mark of Adoration. 
Ihe like may 
ing the Head in teſtimony of Reſpect to 
mortal man, an Appearance ever deemed 


proper 


* Ax. + Ken. xix. 
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be ſaid concerning uncovers * 
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to the Exerciſe of public, divine 
orſhip, or of- the ſpiritual Gifts of Pray- 
ing, [and Propheſying or Preaching in the 
Church] even from the Days of the Apoſtle 
Paul * unto this time. 
Such are the grounds of our Sentiments 
and ice in theſe caſes; and our Elders, 
for the ſingularity of their conduct, in con- 
ſcientiouſly declining to uncover their Heads 
in token of Reſpect to mortal men, were 
| ſometimes fined. and impriſoned ; a ſingu- 
larity ſupported by weighty reaſons, the va» 
lidity whereof appeared by the Teſt it proved, 
and by the diſcovery it made, of the Pride 
and Rage of vain man, who would not be 
content with leſs tokens of Honour, than 
thoſe which we apprehend to be proper to 
Almighty Go p only. | 
And fince our Forefathers, by their 
conſtancy and perſeverance in this inſtance 
of Self:denial, have ſo far wearied out the 
ſpirit of oppoſition and perſecution which 
had been raiſed on theſe occaſions, as to 
have rendred the ſame ſort of conduct eaſy 
to us their Succeſſors, what but a {laviſh Sub- 
jection to the ill grounded Maxims and Spi- 
rit of this World, is the cauſe that induces 
any under our denomination, who have been 
ſo taught and ſo believed, to mean Com- 
pliances in theſe reſpects? 5 
| | | ut 


1 Cor. xi. 
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ut to return to the uſe of flattering Titles, 
it ſeems abſolutely neceſſary to take notice of 


one of thoſe which is the moſt common; 


and ſuch as moſt frequenttly occurs in the 
daily addreſſes of almoſt all mankind to one 


another in theſe countries, where Cuſtom 


has ordained that we muſt not ordinarily ac- 
coſt, nor ſpeak of, or to any one, whether 
he be our ſuperior, or our equal, or perhaps 
our inferior, by his diſtinguiſhing name of 

hn, Thomas, &c. without annexing to it 


ſome title of Maſterſhip, Dominion or Lord-, 


ſhip, viz. thoſe of Maſter, Miſtreſs," Sir, 
or Madam, or rather Ma: dame, i. e. My, 
Lady, this laſt term being borrowed from 
the French, (a Nation far more diſtinguiſhed. 
by their affectation of Compliments than by 


their Sincerity) whom we are too fond of 


imitating, nor in Writing conclude our 


Letters without ſubſcribing ourſelves Humble 


Servants to the perſon to whom we write; 
and indeed ſuch 1s the enchanting power of 
the Spirit of the World in this caſe, that 
it frequently proves in common Converſa- 
tion, no ſmall degree of Self-demial, to ad- 
here to the Simplicity of calling every one 
by their diſtinguiſhing name, without an- 
nexing one of theſe flattering. Epithets to 
it ; and accordingly great numbers of thoſe 


who bear our name are daily, in this inſtance; _ 


alſo, betrayed and ſhamed into mean Com- 
pliances, or in other terms, a ſervile Sub- 
jection 


| 
| 
i 
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jection to the ſpirit and maxims of à de- 
For indeed, how minute and trivial ſoever 
this affair may appear to ſome, and how 
much ſoever long-eſtabliſhed Cuſtom may 
ſeem to have given a ſanction to this licen- 
tiouſueſs in ſpeech, Cuſtom can never alter 
the nature of things, or render that to be 
truth which is falſehood, or make it juſt 
to call him Maſter who is not ſuch. © 
And moreover, Chriſt, whom we call 
our Lord, ſaith both to his Diſciples and to 
the Multitude, * Be ye not called Rabbi, 
'. or Maſter, for one is your Maſter, even 
Chriſt, and all ye are Brethren : and indeed 
among Chriſtian Brethren, the word Brother 
or Friend, is not only the proper appellative, 
but moſt conſiſtent with the primitive way of 
ſpeaking : for Feſus + calleth his Diſciples 
riends, and John the beloved Diſciple called 
his chriſtian Brethren by the ſame name; 
and the carly Chriſtians refuſed to give the 
Emperor the title of Dominus, asbeing an ap- 
pellative to Go p, but with us almoſt 
all are Domini or Maſters, which, as applied 
to the ſeveral individuals of the ſame family, 
with the diſtinguiſhing name of each, is both 
à needleſs, and for the moſt part unjuſt - 
multiplication of Words, and uſed without 
the diſtinguiſhing name of cach individual, 


is 
* Matth. xxiti. + John xv. ; 
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is confounding the ſeveral members of the 
ſame family together : 0's 29.77 
The concluſion therefore is clear, that 


when any of us (who are thus convinced, 
not by meer tradition, but by the reaſons 
on which the tradition is founded) fall into 


the practice of the World in this caſe, it is 
an evidence that our ſouls. are yet in bon- 
dage to the Spirit of this World, whoſe 


falſe maxims we want courage and honeſty 


to com ee 
Another ſtrong inſtance of the deſpotic 
ſway of that Idol, Faſbion, and than which 


a ſtronger can hardly be given, is that ab- 


ſurd Innovation in our language which now 


* 


firſt perſon plural, in the terms, Me com 
3 10 royal pleaſure is, Se. the 
like air of Grandeur muſt alſo be transferred 
to private perſons, in the uſe of the ſecond 
2 Plural, inſtead of the ſecond perſon 

ingular; and ſo far eſtabliſhed is this Cuſ- 
tom in this age of boaſted politeneſs, that 
he who dares to decline it, is liable to be 
deemed either a meer Clown, or ridicu - 


louſly ſqueamiſh and ſuperſtitious 


And indeed, I make no ſcruple of *ic- 
knowledging, that the Cuſtom of the coun- 
H try 


5 
almoſt univerſally prevails, ix. that .ng# 
ſingle perſon muſt be accofted but by 4 
term originally and properly expreſſive of 
more than One; ſo that, as the Edicts ot 
Princes are commonly given forth in he 


2 
1 , 
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| try we live in, where it neither claſhes with 
the rules of good Senſe nor Virtue, ought 
ſcarcely to be departed-from, and that af- 
fected Singularities in ſpeech or manners are 
rather an evidence of Pride, than of chri- 
ſtian virtue: but if the Cuſtom be ſuch as 
does not anſwer the juſt ends of ſpeech, 
but tends to introduce Ambiguity or Con- 
fuſſon into our Language, or if it has been 
not only originally introduced, but is ſtill 
ſupported by the pride and vanity of man, 
then the declining of ſuch a Cuſtom from 
ſuch a perſuaſion, becomes an inſtance of 
Self-denial and chriſtian Courage, even in 
daring to oppoſe the eſtabliſhed Faſhion of 
a miſtaken and depraved Age. 
Now, that this is really the caſe with reſpect 
to the uſe of the word You, as applied to 
a ſingle perſon, is evident from the ſion 
of the ſingular and plural number thereby 
made, and its tendency to rob our Language 
of the Pronouns Thou and Thee, peculiarly 
and diftinguiſhingly expreſſive of the ſingu- 
lar Number, whilſt the word You is equi- 
vocal, and according to the modern corrup- 
tion, equally applicable to One, and to more 
than one, a licentiouſneſs of Speech incon- 
ſiſtent with the deſign thereof: 
And moreover, that this Corruption of 
. Speech hath been —— by the Pride of 
vain man, appears from the rough and 
harſh treatment our Forefathers at firſt met 


with, 


F ** 
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with, on account of their adherence to the 
uſe of the words Thou and Thee, whilſt 
at the ſame time it was univerſally acknow- 
ledged that the ufe of thoſe words was 
moſt conſiſtent with the awful Solemnity 
and Reverence proper to our addreſſes to 
Almighty Gop; and accordingly they are 
retained in the eſtabliſhed Forms of Prayer; 
and yet an Inferior or a Beggar might be 
and ſtill is frequently thus accoſted, but the 
accoſting of an Equal or Superior in this 
manner, was, and ſtill is, by many deemed 
Rudeneſs, and accordingly was frequently 
anſwered by contemptuous ſpeeches and 
reproaches, a ſure Teſt of that Pride and 
Vanity which ought not to be gratified, but 
humbled, and than which indeed fcarce 
any thing can be more abſurd, even that 
men ſhould reſent, as an indignity, their be- 
ing addreſſed in that very language, in which 
they themſelves addreſs the great Soyereign 


of the univerſe | | 
Such were and are the Sentiments and 


Demeanour of our Anceſtors, and all their 
faithful Succeſſors ; and ſuch are the grounds 


of our Singularity in this caſe : Wherefore, 


the mean Compliances which of later days 
have greatly prevailed among thoſe who 
otherwiſe profeſs themſelves to be of our 
Community, who vary their language ac- 
cording to their Company, and are aſhamed _ 
to accoſt ſtrangers according to the primi- 

H 2 tive 
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l am informed that this Corru 


(Clemency), and ſeveral others, having (as the learned 
* Annotator 


—— — ir —— 2 —L—V— 2 


tive ſimplicity, are evidences of a — 
and Bondage to the Spirit of this World, 
and betray a want of that chriſtian Forti- 
tude, which did and would ſupport under 
. Contempt and Reproaches . 

t before I diſmiſs this article, it ſeems 
to me abſolutely neceſſary to take notice of 
a certain culpable piece of Delicacy, or 
Inconſiſtency, peculiar to ourſelves, ; 


tion of __ was 

firſt introduced” in the declinin Nate of Roman 
Empire, and that the firſt notable inſtance of it occurs 
about the fourth Century, in the reign of the Em- 
Valentinian and Valens, when Fal: was ad- 
ſſed in theſe terms: © Domino Valenti Gothico, 
maximo, perpetuo & auguſto. To the Lord Valens, 
molt great, perpetual and auguſt ;” as may be ſeen in 
Eutropin,'s abridgment of the Roman hiſtory, where 
alſo (Chap. xii. Book 1.) the words Tranquillitas v 
are applied to the Emperor, the titles of Manſuetido, 


, tho” not of our Community, obſerves) been 
applied to the Emperors, as his Majeſly is now a- days 
to Kings; and that theſe Titles were introduced not 
long before theſe times, by the ſordid flattery of the 


People, and the want of ſenſe and modeſty in the Em- 


perors, who tamely ſuffered themſelves to be addreſſed - 
in ſuch kind of language, as was proper only to the 
Deity ; the old Greets and Romans (as the ſame Author 
obſerves) having been wholly ſtrangers to any —_ 
this kind: upon which it is obvious to remark, that 
thoſe of our Society whe in theſe inſtances fall into 
mean Compliances, whilſt they profeſs themſelves to 
be of the ſtricteſt Chriſtians, do herein follow no bett:r - 
an example than that of the moſt corrupt and degene- 
rate Heathens, R 
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the rather becauſe indeed it is what but 
very few of us are entirely clear of; an In- 
conſiſtency that ſhews we are not gone above 
half way in our profeſſed Reformation of 
the Corruption of Speech we complain Yof, 
I mean in the uſe of the word Thee for 
Thou. ö 
It is true, in thus ſpeaking we are right 
as to Vumber, but quite erroneous and un- 
grammatical as to Caſe, vix. in putting 
the Accuſative for the Nominative, and 
therefore ſuch who are guilty of this In- 
conſiſtency, have no right to defend them 
ſelves by the argument of Propriety of 


Some, in excuſe for the wen of 
this impropriety in Speech, have alledged 
that it has been ſo long eſtabliſhed by Cuſ- 
tom and the Example of their Parents and 
Aſſociates, that ſome may be ſuppoſed not 
to know the Difference, which indeed is an 
argument that a long continued Cuſtom 
may eſtabliſh a Corruption in Speech ; but 
that it ought fo to do, 1s utterly contrary 
to the whole. tenour of our profeſſion, in 
other obvious inſtances, as well as what 
we condemn in our neighbours, in their 


uſe of the word Tou, who therefore have 
accordingly retorted our argument upon us, 
C1z. that we ourſelves alſo are guilty of an 
equal Impropriety in ſubſtituting Thee for 
Thou, and Fa 


om the ſame principle which 


we 
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we condemn in them, viz. an imaginary 
ſuperior ſoftneſs of the term Thee: and 
indeed I confeſs, I know of no effectual 
Anſwer to this Objection, but mending 
Sur conduct accordingly. _ 
But I cannot yet be perſuaded, that meer 
Ignorance is the cauſe of this Inconſiſtency 
of Speech peculiar to us: for even our 
Grammarians and Scholars (to their pecu- 
lizr ſhame be it ſaid) are frequently as guilty 
of it, as thoſe who are ignorant of the rules 
of Grammar: and moreover, it is ob- 
 ſervable, that divers of thoſe, who decline 
the uſe of the word Thou in their Conver- 
ſation, do yet in their Letters and Writings 
(here there is more room for Deliberation 
and leſs Shame of the Croſs than in Conver- 
ſation) take care to inſert it.in its proper 
place: And laſtly, that an acquaintance 
with the rules of Grammar is not eſſential, ro 


the underſtanding the reſpective proper uſe - 
of the words Thou and „is 412 from 


the practice of thoſe Country- people, who 
not having been corrupted by this piece of 
falſe Politeneſs, do yet in their daily Eater. 
ſations make uſe of them reſpectively, with 


the utmoſt propriety. 
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Shall here ſubjoin a few 88 
another peculiarity of Language, which 


our Anceſtors did, and all their faithful Sue, 
ceſſors {till do, hold themſelves — 


ouſly engaged to maintain, which I a 
bend will ſtand the teſt of the ſever 


amination among all that are Chriſtians ; in 


ſincerity: I mean their denominations of 


the days of the Week, and of the Months, 
according to the numerical order of Fi uſt, 
Second, Third, c. agreeable to the Style 
of the Ho Scriptures, and not from the 
heatheniſn dols, a 
it is conſiſtent with a ſerious prafeſſion of 
ae, 1 to be conſidered. 
For indeed very Dedication of the 
Days of the * Weeks boatheniſh Idols, is in 
908 allowing the exiſtence of, and 5 
2 tacit Homage to, ſuch imaginary 
and conſequently an implicit 12 
the only one true Goo: and many of the 
Months have alſo their Names from So — 
kind of Idols; and the appellations of July 
and Auguft, from the Roman Em perors, Ju- 
lins Cæ ſar and Auguſtus, are ſcarce a whit 
more defenſiblethanthoſe of Fanuary, 2. 


- 


which how far 


Moy ſay, &c.; for July and Auguft were not the 
eſtabliſhe minations of the two firſt- 
mentioned ths, but Qyintilis and Sex- 
tilis, or the fifth and ſixth Months, until the 
-  Heathens began to pay an extravagant, even 
an idolatrous reſpect to their Emperors, (as 
it is certain from ſeveral paſſages in Horace, 
and other heathen Authors they did) and 
then they denominated theſe two Months 
from their' new-coined Deities, as they had 
done the other from their old ones *: 
And as to the four laſt months of the year 
according to the New Style eſtabliſhed by 
Act of Parliament, vjz. thoſe” called Sep- 
tember, October, November"and December, 
we have now more reaſon than ever to per- 
ſevere in diſtinguiſhing theſe, as well as the 
reſt of the months, according to their Nu- 
merical Order: for altho' the Legiſlature 
hath not thought fit to e the names of 
the Months laſt mentioned, yet whether to 
call chat which in —_ the Ninth [in 
ſucceſſion from the firſt Month in the year 
called Famuary | by the Latin name of Sep- 
tember, indicating the Seventh, and the Tenth 
by the name of October, indicating the 
ighth, the Eleventh by the name of No- 
vember, indicating the Ninth, and the 
Twelfth by the name of December, indi- 
1 
For further Satisfaction in this Point, ſee an Epiſtle 
from the Necting far Suffering in London, publiſh'd in 


* 
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cating the Tenth'; or wheth& to call thoſs . 


months reſpecti vely and Gmply; the Ninth, 
Tea, Eleventh and Tcl f be int con 
ſiſtent with common Senſe and Propriety of 
Language, let all men judge 

Wherefore, as long as it remains to be a 
truth, that heathemſh Idolatry ought to be 
diſcountenanced and denied among Chriſti. 
ans, and as long as Truth and Simplicity, 
and the ends of Speech are beſt maintained, 
by giving the Denominations to the Months 
and Days of the Week, according to their 
Numerical order of Firſt, Second, Ofc. fo 
long ought we not to be aſhamed of, but 


' adhere to the Tradition of our Elders in 


this caſe, a Tradition ſo highly conſiſtent 
both with reaſon and a ſincere profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, that it will be no raſhneſs to 
affirm, that ſuch who have been thus whol- 
ſomely taught and inſtructed, and yet daily 
in their converſation and * deviate 
from the example of their Forefathers, do 
in this inſtance, as well as the others above 
enumerated, manifeſt a ſervile diſpoſition of 
mind, and a mean obſequiouſneſs to the 
prevailing Faſhion of the times, or the cor- 
rupt Uſages of heathenizing Chriſtians in 
this caſe. 


N. B. T am not unaware, that with re- 
ſpect to the ſeveral articles of Language 
and outward pm Oy above ſpecified, 
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many will obye&t, that here is too great a 
Sucks laid -upon [mall matters, and that 
Words are A ho Signification, but accord- 
ing to the ideas affixed to them by Cuſtom: 
to which I anſwer, _ 
1/t, By denying the charge, having al- 
ready expreſsly * dedand that a meer 
Conformity to the Traditions of the Elders, 
in exterior matters, is far from entituling a 
man to the kingdom of Heaven, of indeed 
any thing ſhort of Regeneration, or a Reno- 
vation of mind, which undoubtedly is the 
beſt baſis whereon to build an outward re- 
gularity of conduct, and which is aboye 
all other things to be recommended, as it 
frequently is by our worthy Brethren of 
the Miniſtry ; but the principal deſign of 
this Addreſs from a perſon in a lower 
Station is, to reaſon with thoſe called Li- 
bertines upon their own principles, and 
beat them out of their preſent ſtrong Holds, 
in order, and with an earneſt deſire, that 
they may he open to better and higher im- 
ſſions, . which undoubtedly the preſent 
neration greatly wants. x | 
__ 2dly, That the inſtances of Conformity 
to the World here cenſured, are abſolutely 
matters of ſmall importance is denied; for 
whatever they may be to ſuch as have never 
conſidered them, to thoſe who have duly 
conſidered them, and are convinced that they 
are repugnant to Truth and ſound Reaſon, 


they 


c 
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they ceaſe to be ſmall m 


ates. Now in a 
people who in the ſeveral e above 
mentioned, are diſtinguiſhe from the reſt 
of the World, not to have conſidered the 
true grounds on which ſuch Diſtinction is 
founded, is both a culpable piece of Negli- 
gence, and an argument of great ſtupidity ; 
but in many others, not to ſay the greater 
part of thoſe who conform to the World in 


theſe reſpects, the true origin of ſuch Con- 


formity feems to be a Corruption rather of 
the heart than of the head, viz. a mind that 
dareth not to proceed in the right way, when 
it is contrary to the ways of the World; a 


mind not fortifted to undergo the contra- 


dictions and contempt of Scoffers, in which 
view theſe mean Compliances are no longer 
to be deemed matters of ſmall importance, 
fince a Demeanour oppoſite to Conviction 


never can be ſo. 
3dly, As the Practices here cenſured are 
of a corrupt original, ſo are they of an 


evil tendency, even to reconcile to that' 
Friendſhip which the Apoſtle Ju faith, is 


Enmity with Gap ; and ſuch who indulge 


themſelves therein, may do well to remem-' 


ber the ſaying of the wiſe man; He that 


deſpiſeth ſmall things, fhall fail by little and 


{ittle. Eccleſiaſticus xix. 1. 


I 3 SECT 


67 


| 


| = 5 
I ayment of 7 rythes, 


73 


nt Conduct of ſome under 
| ] CR 


ſſion, ſeems to render it 
to add a few remarks on this 
5 even as another ſtrong inſtance of 
the little ſenſe that poſſeſſes their minds, of 
the - dignity of their religious Education, 
in its tendency to eſtabliſh them in the 
enj nt of chriſtian Liberty. 


Ir 1s no mall trporat- Privilege to us, 
2s a Society, that both our Law and our 


Goſpel are free. As to the firſt, it is well 
known that moſt of our Differences are to be 
determined among ourſelves, agreeably ra 
the ſenſe of the Apoſtle &, who utterly con- 
demns one Brother going to Law with ano« 
tber; that the Proſecution of Law-ſuits, 
even with Strangers, without great neceſſi- 
, is a Breach of one of our wholeſome 
recepts : and as to the ſecond, that the 
Taxation of the 8 Tythes, is no 
her than ak _ — of Bondage, as 
ng ceremonial Law, 
3 the coming of CxrisT, and 
his death on the Croſs ; and conſequently 


| that the paying of them for the * of 
a pro- 


to On el 


NN 
a profeſſed chriſtian Miniſtry, is in eſſect | 
to deny the Coming and Suffering, (or 
which amounts to the ſame thing, to de- 
ny the efficacy of the Coming and Suſ- 
fering) of CaurisT in the Fleſh, hath 
been the declared Senſe of this People 
from the beginning ;, as alſo. that to con- 
tribute to the ſupport of a Hireling mini- 
ſtry, eſtabliſhed upon a human and worldly 
foundation, is in effect an acknowledgment 
of the Validity of their Call and Autho- 
rity, which we deny: and theſe were the 
grounds of the- refuſal of our Anceſtors, 
to pay Tythes, or Prieſts Wages, in theſe 
_ Goſpel-times, which was therefore called 
their chriſtian Teſti *, which both 
did, and all their faithful Sueceſſors 
ſtill do, deem themſelves. conſcientioully 
engaged to bear, and inviolably adhere 
unto, whatever outward Sufferings might 
or may attend on this account, which in- 
deed were very ſevere in the beginning; 
nevertheleſs, they deemed this their chriſtian 
Teſtimony, this halding forth a light to an 
Age of profeſſed Chriſtians, who had de- 
viated from the * and Liberty of 
the Gaſpel, to be of more real value and 
| | importance, 


For further ſatisfaQtion in this point, the reader 
may have recourſe to Anthony Pearſon's Great Caſe of 
2 lately republiſhed with ſome important Ad- 
itions, ; 
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importance than outward Riches, Liberty 
or even Life itſelf, having ſometimes been 
deprived of all three rather than decline 
to maintain this Teſtimony by paying 
Tythes, as may be ſeen in Joſeph Beſſe's 
account of their early Sufferings. | 

But indeed ſuch a conduct as this is 
not at all agreeable to the Carnal mind, 
which having no reliſh of the beauty and 
importance of this Teſtimony, prefers 
outward Eaſe, and leads into mean Com- 
pliances, and Connivances at others in 
paying for them, contrary to the advice 


and judgment of the Body, not indeed 


from a conviction of the juſtneſs of 
the Demand, but to decline the greater 
expence and trouble of a Diſtreſs, or 
ſpoiling of their Goods, and much more 
a Priſon: and this ſeems to be the true 


origin of the unfaithfulneſs of many on 


this account, as want of conſideration may 
be in others. ; 
Now, it is manifeſt that the Liberty 


which ſuch ſeek is that of the Fleſh, and 


not of the Spirit, and the tendency of 
their conduct is not only to 1njure the 
chriſtian Reputation of the Society, and 
weaken the F eſtimony of the Faithful, but 
to continue and perpetuate Slavery on them- 
ſelves and their * 

And moreover, ſuch a Declenſion from 


the Footſteps of our Anceſtors, is very 


unſea- 
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13 at this preſent juncture, when 
ight and Liberty are beginning to ap- 
pear &, and when thro' the ſteadineſs and 
conſtancy of our Predeceſſors, the ſtricteſt 
adherence to this our chriſtian Teſtimony , 
is rendered comparatively eaſy, when the 
claim of the divine Right of Tythes is 
given up by the more moderate, even of 
the Clergy themſelves, and when divine 
Providence is raiſing up and eſtabliſhing 
a free Miniſtry, agreeably to CaurisT's 
own Appointment, 1 Freely ye have re- 
ceived, freely give; I ſay, that at ſuch a 
time the Deſcendants of thoſe men who 
were inſtrumental to bring about _ theſe 
great Events, ſhould ſo far deviate from 
the primitive Spitit and Example, as ei- 
ther to connive at the Payment of Tythes 
by others on their behalf, or —_— to 
pay Tythes, ſeems to betray little ſenſe 
of the Privilege of their Education, and 
as little Zeal for carrying on the great 
Work of Reformation, and Deliverance 
from the aforeſaid Yoak of Bondage, ſo 
happily begun; and ſuch a conduct viewed 


in 


* « In New England, where our Friends formerly 
underwent gri Sufferings, a Law is made 
exempting Friends from paying either to eſta- 
bliſhed Minifters, or to the repairing of their Worſhip. 
houſes.” Yearly Meeting Epiſtle, A. D. 1733. 

+ Matth, x. 8. | 


„ cf the Obſereation — 2 


in all its conſequences, 

mani cegp of Sup, no 

to that of thoſe above obſerved he 
Liberty was offet them, cliele'v0 be Slaves; 


whoſe puniſhment what it was = Hg ſeen 
in the text c. | 


« 


| — ah F 

8 rio r. VI, 

yt the Obſervation of — * called 
n. | 


NOTHER inſtance & chrifian 

Liberty, which was bravely aſſerted 

our Anceſtors, and which hey pur 
ed, and tranſmitted to us, at 018 
of their outward eaſe and treaſure, in the 
divers Sufferings and Hardſhips they un- 
der went from an ungodly Rabble, on this 
account, and ought not to be lightly eſ< 
teemed, is the Liberty of following our 
| honeſt Occupations on thoſe Days, to which 
Sapenihten affixed the name of Ho- 
ly, the Obſervation of which is not only 
a mark of , in the ſenſe of the 


the no ſmall ſcandal- of the chriſtian pro- 
feſſion; and moreover, to conſider this 1 
matter with a view to ſecular Policy, by 
the multipheation of theſe Days, the State 
is robbed of ſo many Days of the La- 
bour of the Poor, and many Families 
are impoveriſhed by this means, as divers 
Proteſtants have openly - declarcd, and- of Nl 
which, ſome 'even of the Popiſh Govern- _— 
ments, are at length become ſo ſenſible; 9 | 
that they have begun to abridge them. = 
At ſuch a time then; ' how  unſeaſons _I 
able, how diſhonourable is it, and how 
little Zeal for carrying on the Work of 
Reformation does it ſhew, that any of us 
ſhould by a mean Compliance, or Con- 
nivance, weaken that chriſtian Teſtimony Ig 
our faithful Elders were conſcientioncly - 
engaged to bear in this reſpect, even wien 
other are beginning to manifeſt a 
diſpoſition, to acknowledge the rency 
and reaſonableneſs of their conduct, on theſe 
occaſions ? 8 1 
Nor tnoreover, was it only againſt 
thoſe Days called Chureb Holy-days, but 
alſo thoſe called State Holy-days, viz. 
fuch -as are ſet apart 3 „ 4 
cings, on the account of Victories obtain · 
ed over our outward Enemies, and ſuch 
like Occaſions, that our Elders, and all 
their faithful Succeſſors had, and have a 
chriſtian Teſtimony K bear, theſe laſt be- 
ing 
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ſiſtent with the whole tenour of. our: —— 


itſelf, fo that ſuch deſerve no * r cha- 


ie and in our view with the Gra- | 


praying them, with Exceſs of Drink- 
ing, CET ometimes divers bodily Miſchiefs. 

Now an Exemption. from Practices of 
this ſort, is another of the Privileges of 
our Society; for which reaſon, a Com- 


only a mark of that ſame Servilit 
rit, which hath been above 8 
inſtances, but is alſo more. Ne: con- 
demnable in ſuch, as it tends to expoſe, 
and, in ſome late inſtances, actually has ex- 
thoſe who ſtand their ground in 
a faichfal adherence to our chriſtian 'Teſti- 
mony; in this reſpect, to the greater Suf. 
ings from the outrages of 'a licentious 
le; and whereas Unity is the Strength 
of Society, the conduct of theſe tends 
to weaken the Teſtimony of the faithful, 
and repreſent us as a Houſe divided againſt 


rater than that of falſe Brethren, 
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